
Step 1. Make a frame
Wiley’s portraits are mounted in large 
oval frames to focus the viewer’s eyes 
on the subject of the portrait: the 
sitter (person being photographed). 
You may want to choose a theme 
for your frame, eg nature, space or 
a birthday celebration. The frame 
on the left was made by a bird and 
rabbit lover! 

Measure a 10cm border on your 
piece of card and cut out the inner 
rectangle. Then decorate the border 
with your craft materials try to cover 
the entire frame. Leave to dry.

Step 2. Choose a backdrop
Wiley chose William Morris patterns 
for the background for his portraits.  
Think about what you could use to 
create a backdrop for your photo and 
where you would like to take it.

If you have a large piece of fabric, you 
can drap it over a door. Or you could 
stand in front of patterned curtains or 
wallpaper! If you have a garden, why 
not choose shrub or wall to stand in 
front of?

Step 3. Select your props
Now it’s time to choose some props 
to make your piece unique. Some 
of the women featured in Wiley’s 
portraits are holding props to 
enhance their poses and express 
emotions. Do you have any items you 
can use as props in your portrait?  Is 
there a character you would like to 
dress up as?

Step 4. Choose your location
Pick a nice sunny day and allow 
enough time so set up your 
backdrop, try to use natural sunlight 
to capture your photos. Many 
cameras phones have lighting 
settings including filters you could 
explore.

Step 5 Strike a pose and say 
“cheese”
Ask a family member to take a 
photo while you hold your frame 
up, standing in front of your chosen 
background.  

If you’re using a camera phone or 
camera with a timer setting - why not 
try rotating your frame to landscape 
for a family portrait?

If a third person to there to help, 
they can hold up the frame and you 
can stand further away so you can 
choose a full-length pose like those in 
the exhibition.

Take a photo and share it with us on 
Instagram (@morrisgallery) or Twitter  
(@wmgallery) using the hashtag 
#WMGfamilies. (Make sure you get 
an adult’s permission first.)

You will need

• A large piece of cardboard 
or thick card measuring 
approximately 50cm x 70cm

• Craft materials such as paints, 
coloured pens, tissue paper, 
feathers or scraps of material

• A large piece of fabric for a 
backdrop, eg bed sheets or 
tablecloth (other backdrops 
such as wallpaper or curtains 
can be used instead!)

• A camera phone or digital 
cameraSEE YOURSELF IN THE FRAME!

learning at home

Have fun creating artistic portraits inspired by our current exhibition, 
Kehinde Wiley’s The Yellow Walllpaper and share with family members 
who you can’t currently visit. You can see how Wiley works from digital 
portraits to create his paintings in this video. Follow the simple steps 
below and see what you can create!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5Sr7xiNBd4M

